i26                                       CHILDREN OF THE PEOPLE
On the positive side, white contacts are doubtless partly responsible
for the high income at Shiprock, for the gradual improvement of
farming practices, and for the facts that many adults speak some
English and a considerable number speak it really well. There are
more Navahos in this region than elsewhere who live like white
people, with homes practically the same as those of neighboring
white ranchers. With all this, of course, people here are more at the
mercy of the fluctuations of the market for agricultural products than
are their less "progressive" brethren who use most of their goods
at home.
The single biological family is the principal working unit, with
less emphasis on "extended families" and much less on "outfits" than
is common in other areas.3 More than one wife in a family is ex-
tremely rare. This may reflect the influence of the former superin-
tendent and the missionaries, but it is also similar to what one finds
in the social organization around Chinle, where irrigated fields and
orchards are also common, but white influence has been compara-
tively slight.
TESTING SHIPROCK CHILDREN
The children tested came from families living within bus-range of
Shiprock where they came daily to school. In the year of the study
(1942-43) there were 304 boarding pupils and 108 day pupils on the
roll, many of the boarding pupils coming from distant parts of the
Reservation. Although nearly all of the day pupils were included in
the testing, it is clearly apparent that they may not represent ade-
quately the estimated 1,800-2,700 children of the Shiprock population.
No attempt was made to get a properly assorted sample, as there was
little basis for knowing what such a sample should include. There
were necessarily many more children from families living near the
school than from those scattered through District 12.
The testing program was carried out under the direction of Miss
Rachel Jordan, one of the high-school teachers, who was relieved of
her teaching responsibilities during the year of the Project. She was
assisted principally by Miss Josephine Howard who was lent by the
United Pueblos Agency to give the Arthur Test; by Miss Lillian
Lincheze, a Navaho apprentice teacher, who administered the Psy-
chological Battery and collected Goodenough drawings and Free
* See The Navaha, Chapter 3, for discussion of these groupings.